Checklist for a Dangerous Dog
By Jessica Dolce

Are you a politician or resident in an area where a dog-related injury or fatality has recently occurred? If so, you’re probably working to
determine the best way to prevent this sort of tragedy from happening again. Right now it may feel like dogs are posing a large threat to
your community, but what you’re experiencing is actually quite rare. Dog bites are at historic lows in our country and, as a whole, we’ve
never been safer. But there are certain criteria that are consistently present in regards to dog-related injuries, so as you look at the details
of the tragic events in your community, here’s a reference checklist for the ingredients that, when mixed together, have the potential to
create dangerous dogs.
First, take a look at the function of the dog. Is the dog a member of the family? Keep in mind that just because a dog lives with a family
doesn’t mean it’s a family dog. Determine why the family owns this dog. What purpose did they intend for the dog to serve?

Was the dog used for:
_Fighting and gambling?
_Protection of property or other people?
_Intimidation or status?
_Backyard breeding?
If you’ve checked any of the above, you’ve determined that the dog is not a family member. Now it’s time to look at the conditions the dog
was living in. Family dogs are provided with basic care, such as food and water, regular vet visits, and time inside a home where they can
socialize with their human family members. Take a look at the dog’s daily life

Was the dog:
_Starving?
_Isolated?
_Chained?
_Suffering from untreated medical
problems or injuries?
_Intact (and not being shown or
bred responsibly)?
_Not vaccinated?
_Living outside or in a garage full time?
_Abused or neglected?.
What did you discover? If you checked any of the above, then you know that the dog was not provided basic care and may, in some cases,
have been physically abused. These are further indications that the dog was not a family dog and was the victim of mistreatment.
Next, examine the people involved. The actions of a dog are always directly related to how they are managed by humans. Did the dog
owner act in a reckless manner by creating scenarios where a dog, confronted with situations without proper management by humans, is
likely fail?
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Did the owner:
_Allow the dog to roam freely?
_Fail to supervise the dog around children?
_Fail to socialize the dog with people?
_Have multiple unsocialized dogs?
If you’ve checked any of the above items, then you’ve determined that the
dog was not properly managed by its owner. The human set the dog up to fail.

Lastly, look at the history of the dog owner. When tragedy strikes, most people
are slow to take responsibility for how their actions contributed to the problem.
They may say they’ve done nothing wrong, but since you’ve looked deeply into
their daily life with the dog(s) involved in the incident, now you can trace their
history. It’s likely that this isn’t the first time the owner or their dogs have
encountered trouble.

Does the owner:
_Have a history of criminal behavior?
_Have past citations with animal control?
_Not have a current license for their dog?
_Have a history of training their dog to be
aggressive?
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If you checked any of the above, then you’ve determined there was a history of reckless behavior on the part of the owner and a failure of law
enforcement and/or animal control to follow up on a known problem.
Every one of the items in this article is a warning sign that went unchecked for some time until a serious incident occurred. Luckily, the
overwhelming majority of dogs that are victims of one or more of the criteria listed here still do not cause harm. We are safer now than ever
before.
So, what’s missing from the list? The breed of the dog is not a checklist item. That’s because any dog, of any breed or breed mix, can become
dangerous in the hands of a reckless, irresponsible owner. Sadly, in the last few decades, abusive and neglectful humans have gravitated
towards pit bull type dogs because false information and sensationalized myths, from various sources, have glamorized pit bull type dogs as
status symbols for criminals.
Just like any other dog, if pit bulls are not treated as family dogs, then they become canine victims, set up to fail by humans that care little about
their health, training, or for that matter, the law. If you choose to ban pit bull type dogs in an attempt to make your community safer, these
reckless humans will move on to another breed (like they did earlier this century when they chose to own German Shepherds or Dobermans) or
it will simply push their pit bulls further underground, hiding from the law, where they will go without medical care and proper socialization. Now
that you’ve looked at the checklist, it’s plain to see how those circumstances, exacerbated by a breed ban, could create a dangerous dog. It is
time to move away from fixating on the breed if you want to create safe, humane communities. Instead, focus attention on the elements present
in this checklist, since it’s the cocktail of human-related criteria listed here that is to blame.
By addressing these items through the creation and enforcement of breed-neutral dangerous dog laws which address irresponsible owners,
you’ll be creating truly safe communities, without punishing the hundreds of thousands of families with pit bull type dog that are loving, law
abiding guardians of family dogs.
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